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the established error of the day. He takes as much pains to
show that physiologists are wrong in attributing sensation to
the spinal cord, as I am here taking to show that they were
right.* " It is, indeed, apparent/' he says, " that the whole
question concerning the truth or falsehood of the theory
which attributes the reflex power to the spinal cord, hinges
upon the correctness or incorrectness of the received doctrines
respecting the seat of sensation and volition; so that until
those doctrines are proved to be false, it is impossible to
establish the hypothesis of Dr. Hall." f
The reader is requested to take note of this, because when
we come to the evidence which proves the spinal cord to be
a centre of sensation, we shall find that the only ground for
rejecting that evidence is the assumed truth of the Reflex
Theory, coupled with the assumption of the brain being
the exclusive seat of sensation. Whereas if the evidence
proves that the spinal cord is a sensational centre, then the
Eeilex Theory is destroyed, and cannot be urged against such
evidence.
48. Thus many of the facts which prove the sensational
function of the spinal cord were known, and even a vague
conception of their real significance was general, until the
Beflex Theory came to explain all such facts as the results
of mechanical adjustment, and of a new nervous principle
called " Reflexion." For many years this theory has reigned,
and met with but little opposition. Yet the true doctrine
has not wanted defenders in Germany. KTasse J denied that
decapitated animals showed no spontaneity; he asserted that
they exhibited clear signs of mental activity. Cams sarcas-
tically pointed out that the word " reflex" was replacing
" irritability," as a key to unlock all puzzles; and be took up
a position which is very similar to the one occupied in these
pages, namely, that the spinal cord being formed of grey
matter as well as of fibres, it must have sensibility and
* He cites Cuvier, Majendie, Desmoulins, and Mayo as maintaining
this error.
+ GRAINGER : Structure and Functions of the Spinal Cord, p. 66.
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